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DIASPEACE is the short label for a research project titled
"Diasporas for Peace: Patterns, Trends and Potential of Long-
distance Diaspora Involvement in Conflict Settings: Case
Studies from the Horn of Africa.” The project intends to gen-
erate evidence-based and policy-relevant knowledge on the
impact of Diaspora activities on conflict and peace-building
by studying Diaspora networks in Europe and their transna-
tional activities in the Horn of Africa, namely, Ethiopia, Eri-
trea, and Somalia. The project, which is expected to last for
three years, is funded by the Social Science Research Pro-
gram of the European Union.

The DIASPEACE kick-off workshop was held in Brussels
from 5 - 6 May 2008. Representatives of eight partner institu-
tions that constitute the research consortium attended the
kick-off meeting, which was designed to bring the research-
ers together and deliberate on research objectives, key re-
search questions/concepts, research methods, literature re-
view, work plan, and project management. The members of
the consortium come from six European countries and two
countries in the Horn of Africa. The eight partner institutions
include University of Jyvéskylé (Finland), Bonn International
Center for Conversion (Germany), Max Planck Institute for
Social Anthropology (Germany), International Peace Re-
search Institute (Norway), African Diaspora Policy Center
(The Netherlands), Centro Studi di Politica Intenazionale
(Italy), the Forum for Social Studies (Ethiopia), and
Academy for Peace and Development (Somaliland).

During the kick-off meeting, FSS was represented by Dr.
Kassahun Berhanu and Dr. Gebre Yntiso, who will undertake
the fieldwork in Ethiopia with Professor Bahru Zewde as
team leader. The research project, which involves different
phases and milestones, is expected to produce a series of de-
liverables (reports and publications) to be co-authored by the
partner institutions and researchers.
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