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Call for Papers
The issue of identity has been one of the most central in human society. Africa has been no exception to this global phenomenon. Particularly since independence in the 1960s, the Continent has been rocked by both intra-state and inter-state conflicts, many of them concerned with the issue of identity. The post-colonial state has not been particularly successful in establishing a pluralist order that could accommodate multiple identities. Indeed, identity has tended to be manipulated by the political elite in the service of political power. This partly explains the persistence or even virulence of identiy-based conflicts side by side with the formal declarations of African leaders to forge regional and continental unity.

Yet, pre-occupation with the all-absorbing and often oppressive present can easily obfuscate both the deep-rooted character of the problems of identity and the mutations they have undergone over time. It is the task of historians to investigate those roots and delineate the mutations.

A recurrent feature of the pre-colonial history of Africa is the movement of peoples from one part of the Continent to another. These population movements were often attended by considerable destruction and dislocation. A more benign feature of the pre-colonial African past is the importance of long-distance trade. A third outstanding element in the pre-colonial period was the rise of a number of empires that brought under a common political umbrella divergent peoples and principalities.

Colonial rule not only diverted the historical path outlined above but it also shaped the nature of post-colonial African society and polity in more ways than one. The first major innovation of the colonial order - indeed, one of its distinctive marks - was the drawing of relatively watertight boundaries, where previously there had only been almost imperceptible borders. A corollary of this innovation was the emergence of new states that combined hitherto independent peoples within the newly defined territorial limits.

Independence opened a new chapter in African history. The nation-state, a creation by and large of colonial rule, continued as the dominant form of political association and the main vehicle for the expression of identity. Colonial boundaries came to be regarded as sacrosanct. 

Far from ensuring peace and security, the life of the post-colonial state has been attended by conflict and dislocation of unprecedented magnitude. Both intra- and inter-state conflicts have littered the landscape. Xenophobia and ethnic cleansing have reared their ugly heads, in Africa no less than in many other parts of the world. It is not an exaggeration to state that many of these conflicts are the outcome of contestations of identity or the failure of African states to accommodate multiple identities.

It is in recognition of the contemporary salience and the historical depth of the issue of identity that the Association of African Historians has decided to dedicate its Fourth Congress to the theme of "Society, State and Identity in African History". The Association thereby hopes to marshal the expertise and knowledge of African historians and historians of Africa into examining the issue of identity from a historical perspective. 

Sub-themes 

Papers are being solicited to address various facets of the central theme. The following sub-themes are suggested to ensure the maximum possible participation as well as a multi-faceted treatment of the subject: 

· pre-colonial identities 

· migration and acculturation

· colonialism and identity

· urbanization and multiple identities

· conceptions of the nation-state and identity

· identity-based conflicts

· perceptions of the other and xenophobia

· the challenge of writing regional histories

· heritage and identity

· trans-national artistic and literary expressions 

· federalism and devolution

· lessons of regional integration organizations (ECOWAS, SADC, etc.) 

· the challenge of creating a pan-African identity

DEADLINES

Submission of Abstract (1-2 pages) – 30 November 2006

Submission of Paper (maximum of 20 pages, 1 ½ space) – 28 February 2007
There are limited funds for participants to cover the travel and accommodation costs of selected papers. Participants are thus strongly urged to help us achieve the maximum level of participation by raising their own funds.

Contact Address: Department of History, Addis Ababa University, P.O. Box 1176, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Tel: (251-11) 1239723; (251-91) 163 0062; (251-11) 157 2990
E-mail: negashsamuel@yahoo.com 
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